GREAT BRITAIN  1886-1935
events would pass from the Cabinet to the newspapers, some of which
gave themselves the airs of dictators.
However the machine may have creaked and groaned, and in what-
ever proportion praise or blame must be distributed, the various
parties to this controversy had between them performed the consider-
able feat of increasing the supply of munitions nineteen-fold by April,
1915, and providing the means of a supply which sufficed for many
months until the new Ministry of Munitions was in operation. But
the publicity given to their quarrels had done its work and between
the questions now being asked about the Dardanelles and the agitation
about shells Asquith found that it was impossible to go on with
the Liberal party-government with which the country had entered
the war. In a letter on May 17 Bonar Law put it bluntly that he and
his Conservative friends must either be invited to share the responsi-
bility, or put questions in Parliament which might lead to very undesir-
able debates. This request was quite reasonable. If an Opposition
was deprived of its Parliamentary weapons, it had a fair claim to be
taken into confidence and play its part in the administration. National
Government was the logical corollary of the party-truce.
Stipulating only that the offices of War Secretary and Foreign
Secretary should remain unchanged, Asquith proceeded to reconstitute
his Government, shedding many of the Liberal old guard and taking
in the Unionist leaders, Balfour, Lansdowne, Bonar Law, Curzon,
Carson, Austen Chamberlain, Walter Long, Selborne. Mr. Arthur
Henderson came in to represent Labour, but John Redmond declined
on the ground that " the principles of history of the party he repre-
sented" made acceptance impossible. Another and more glaring
omission was that of Haldane, the author of the Expeditionary Force
and Territorial Army, whom Haig in after days hailed as the greatest
War Minister of our time. But the prejudice against Haldane was
an obsession beyond reason or argument at that moment, and the
Unionist leaders were obdurate against his inclusion. They said that,
whether the feeling against him was well or ill-founded, it had a
vogue which would be damaging to the Government if he were
included. This was discreditable but true, and Asquith beat against
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